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18 SeprcrnLer 2002 

Chairman Michacl Powell 
Federal Communications Conimission 
445 l2ch Strcct SW 
Washingrun, I>C 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael I’owell, 

I am writing ro urge you ro srrcngchen, not repeal, rhc few remaining rulcs char prcvcnt 
near r d  conctntrarion of ownership in che clutches of a fnv corporariuns. Thc current 
domination ol‘ the radio, broadcasr and newspaper industrics by a handful of companies is 
already damaging our democmcy. Already dramarically looscncd over the p u r  decade, 
ownership rcaricdons char, for cxwnple, kecp a singlc tclcvision ncwork from owning 
starions chat broadcast to more Than 35 pcrcent of  rhc narion’s homes or a single company 
from owning more rhan cighr radio rtarions in rhe sarnc market, arc crucially imporcanr if 
we arc to prorcct our nation from the very rcal dangers of media monopolics. 

As America’s Founding Farhcrs undcrsrood, a Cec, divcrse .md vigorous prcss is a 
necessaiy bcdrod; foundation for a funcrioning democracy. In recent decades, however, 
rcsponsible ncws coveragc and rhe prcscnracion of a broad rangc dp01i1ical views haw 
beconic inueasingly rhrcarened. Corporate chains now conrrol nearly all radio and 
tdevision rrarions. Massive budger cutbacks for news departments, rhc dumbing-down of 
political covcrage, arid evcn dangerous dcmagoguery havc btcornc rhc norm in America’s 
mainsirearn media. 

Those privatc inrcrcsti who suppon gurring rhc FCC’s media ownership rcgulauons point 
to new mcdia avenues likc cable relmision and the Inrcrner. Herc, roo, howevcr, wc find 
rhc same handful of familiar iianics dominating what informarion the vast majority of 
Americans rcccive on a daily basis. Thc massive relecornmunicarions lohby defcnb repeal 
of ownership rcgulaiions as a source of new business “cfficicndcs,” yet ir is the FCCs  
responsibility IO defend the rights of  consumers nor corporations. 

As part of your 9O-day cwnincnt period, I ani asking you ro srand up for rhc free 
rnurkerplacc of ideas supponcJ by a free, divcrse and indcpcndenr prcss by supporring and 
strengthcning currenr limirs on media ownership conso1,idation. 

I also want IO urge you in the srrongcst way co reach wit to ordinary citizens to hcar rheir 
vicws, rather rhan to rhe well-paid lobbyists of rhose who srand to benefir financially from 
changing rhc FCC’s rules. 

I look forward to hearing where you srand on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

C O M  

t o *  
N I C  

Rich Maggiarii 
PrcsidcnKEO 

Two Church  Slrccl,  Suite 3A. Burlinglon, VT 05401 1 T E L  802.658 4207 I F A X  502.658.8418 1 E M A I L  info@pdicrealwe.com .. 
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September 18,2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washmgton, DC 20554 

SEP 2 7 zuoi 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell. 

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The cunent domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging cur democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company 
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect 
our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation 
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all 
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
llke cable television and the Internet Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast majority o f h e n c a n s  receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules. 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincerely. 

Frederick Thulin 
1120 Greensfield Dr 
Naperville, IL 60563-3309 



September 18,2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The cument domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent ofthe nation's homes or a single company 
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect 
our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation 
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all 
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the n o m  in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as  a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules. 

I look fonvard to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Suzanne Ennis 
5 Blueberry Ridge Rd 
East Setauket, NY 11733-1503 



September 18,2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company 
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect 
our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation 
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all 
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
like cable television and the Internet Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast majority ofAmericans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules. 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Rochelle Solow 
2208 Cambridge Rd 
Broomall, PA 19008-2902 



September 18,2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging WT democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company 
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect 
our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation 
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all 
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names 
dominatmg what information the vast majority ofAmericans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules. 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Robert C Delk 
3012 Le Bron Rd 
Montgomery, AL 36106-2330 



September 18,2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
concentration of ownership in the clutches ofa few corporations. The cument domination ofthe radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful ofcompanies is already damaging our democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company 
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect 
our nation from the very real dangers ofmedia monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation 
for a fmctioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all 
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news depaments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
like cable television and the Internet Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast majority ofAmericans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not colporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening ament limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists ofthose who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules. 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Leah A Eister 
1010 N Allen P1 
Seattle, WA 98103-7409 



September 18,2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washmgton, DC 20554 

SEP 2 7 2uot 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

I am witing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company 
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect 
our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation 
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all 
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
like cable television and the Internet Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast majority ofAmericans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules. 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Marianne Goodkin 
4145 2OTH St Fmt 
San Francisco, CA 941 14-2824 



September 18,2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

I am witing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper indushies by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company 
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect 
our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation 
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all 
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
llke cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast majority ofAmericans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it Is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening curcent limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules. 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Herzberg 
PO Box 425 
Florence, OR 97439-0015 



September 18,2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

SEP 2 a 2uoi 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

I am witing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industxies by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company 
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important ifwe are to protect 
our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation 
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all 
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
llke cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "eficiencies," 
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules. 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Eve Reed 
10905 SW 88TH St Apt 312 
Miami, Fl33176-1257 



September 18,2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

I am wTiting to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company 
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect 
our nation from the very real dangers ofmedia monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation 
for a functionmg democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 

broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all 
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
lke  cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am askking you to stand up for the fiee marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules. 

I look fomard to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Meridian Arts 
PO Box 308 
Mount Vernon, ME 04352-0308 



September 18,2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
Fax: 202-418-0232 

P. 0 0 1  

Susan A. VanciI 
51 3 East 5'h Street, Apt. 48 
New York, NY 10009 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
concenbation of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. 
Already dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership resbictions that, for example, keep a 
single television network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's 
homes or a single company from awning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are 
crucially important if we are to protect our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock 
foundation for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and 
the presentation of a broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate 
chains now control nearly all radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news 
departments, the dumbingdown of political coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have 
become the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new 
media avenues like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of 
familiar names dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. 
The massive telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new 
business "efficiencies," yet it is the FCCs responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not 
corporations. 

As part of your 40-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas 
supported by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and sbengthening current limits on 
media ownership consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the stlongest way to roach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from chan&Ig the FCCs rules. 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

cc: Working Assets 
A h . :  FAN 
Fax: 415-371-1048 



September 18,2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company 
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect 
our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation 
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all 
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the n o m  in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
lke  cable television and the Internet Here, too, however, we find the same handfid of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast majority ofAmericans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules. 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue 

Sincerely, 

Glenn Lalonde 
PO Box 128 
Alachua, FL 32616-0128 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Strcct sw 
Wa.;hin%on, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell. 

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the fcw remaining rules that prevent near total 
concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. Thc current domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handll of companies is already dmmghg our dcmocracy. 
Already d-tically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, k q  a 
single television network from owning stations tbat broadcast to more than 35 percmt of the nation‘s 
horns or a singlc company from owning more than eight radio stations in the snme markct, arc CrUCidh 
important ifwe are to protcct OUT nation From the very real dangcrs of mcdn monopolies. 

As America’s Founding Fathcrs undws?ood, a fiee, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock 
foundation for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsiblc news coverage and the 
presentation of a broad range of political views havc become incnwingly threatened Corporate chainF 
now control nearly all radio and television stations. Massive budgct catbacks for news departments, the 
dumbing-down of politid coverage, and even dangerous detnagoyery have become thc norm in 
America’s mainstream media. 

Those private intcrests who support gutting the FCCs media ownership regulations point to ncw media 
avenues like cable television and the ln~emet. Here. too, however, we find the same handhl of familiar 
names dominating what information the vast majority of Ammicans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunjcations lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations 3s a wurce ofnew business 
“efficiencics,” yet it is the FCC‘s responsibility to defend the rights of consumen not corporations. 

As part or your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the 6ree marketplace of ideas 
supported by a frcc, divcrw and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on 
medii ownership consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongcst way to reach out to ord- citizcns to hear their views, rather 
than to thc well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit iinancially horn changing thc FCC‘s rules. 

I look forward to hearing *you stand on this imprtant issue. 
n 

7540 EdinGrough Way 
Ed% Mn 55435 



September 18,2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell. 

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company 
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to pro'ect 
our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation 
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all 
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
lke  cable television and the Internet Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your YO-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the fiee marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules. 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Natoma N Keir 
11 163 Aqua Vista St Apt 14 
North Hollywood, CA Y 1602-3 173 



September 18,2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

I am Writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The cument domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company 
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect 
our nation from the very real dangers ofmedia monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation 
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all 
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
lke cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast majority ofAmericans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening cument limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules. 

1 look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

William E Malone 
844 S Park Ave 
Springfield, IL 62704-2352 



September 18,2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company 
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect 
our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation 
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all 
radio and televlsion stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the n o m  in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
llke cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same hand&] of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free, diveme and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

1 also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules. 

1 look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Maureen Andes 
1401 1 Sylvan St 
Van Nuys, CA 91401-2221 



September 18,2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company 
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect 
our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation 
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all 
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
llke cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Mc Manigal 
11 837 Darlington Ave Apt 5 
Los Angeles, CA 90049-5449 

. 



September 18,2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chainwan Michael Powell, 

I am witing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper indushies by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company 
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect 
our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation 
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now contxol nearly all 
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
llke cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening cument limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules. 

I look fonvard to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincerely. 

Ellen Mossman 
5641 Huntington Ave 
Richmond, CA 94804-5505 



September 18, 2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company 
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect 
our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation 
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all 
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules. 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue 

Sincerely, 

Leonard N Brown 
30 Irongate 
Metuchen, NJ 08840-21 19 



September 18,2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company 
fiom owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect 
our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation 
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all 
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the fiee marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening Current limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit fmancially from changing the FCC's rules. 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy J Carlson 
82 1 El Redondo Ave 
Redondo Beach, CA 90277-31 12 



September 18,2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

I am writing LO uge you LO slrengthm, not rcpcal, the Cew remaining r u l w  rhat p v e n l  new row1 
concenlrrlion orownership in h e  clruohes oca Cew corporations. The c m e n ~  domioation oClhr radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over rhe past decade, ownership restricrions that, for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stations IhaLbroadcdsl. 1.0 more lhan 3.5 pcrwm urlhcnallon's homs.ur~a single.c~impany.~ 
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect 
our nation from the very real dangers ot media monopolies. 

As Amn~ica 's  Fc>unding Fathas undcl-siwnl, a R-cc, divcne  aiid vigorous prcss i s  a ncccssai~y bedi~wtik fiun&aliwi 
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all 
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
like cnhle television and the Internet. Hem, too, however, we find the same hnndfiil of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stnnd up for the free marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

1 iilSU wnlll Lo UrgC you U1 ULC s U U l l & ~ L  Wily Lu ICaGh UUL LO Udl l ld ly  CILILeLIS LU llCN UlCl l  VICWS, I a U l G l  

than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules. 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Donald L Alter 
998 Euclid Ave 
Berkeley, CA 94708-1437 



September 18,2002 s;p 2 7 2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

I am witing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company 
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect 
our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation 
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all 
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the n o m  in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules. 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Basia A Priga 
5938 Cahill Ave 
Tarzana, CA 91356-1208 



September 18,2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The cnrrent domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company 
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market. are crucially important if we are to protect 
our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation 
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all 
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the ngh& of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules. 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Norma Rodriguez 
455 Cole St Apt 11 
San Francisco, CA 941 17-1955 



September 18,2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell, 

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company 
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect 
our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation 
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all 
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it i s  the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit fmancially from changing the FCC's rules, 

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Raymonde Dumont 
PO Box 440 
Hancock, ME 04640-0440 



September 18,2002 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell: 

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total 
concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio, 
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already 
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television 
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company 
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect 
our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies. 

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation 
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a 
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all 
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political 
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media. 

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues 
like cable television and the Internet Here, too, however, we find the same handhl of familiar names 
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive 
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies," 
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations. 

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported 
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership 
consolidation. 

1 also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather 
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules. 

1 look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Lou Donnelly 
869 6TH St 
Petaluma, CA 94952-4923 


